
 

Exam iners’ Report  

Principal Exam iner Feedback 

 

June 2011 

 

 

 
I nternat ional GCSE  

Pakistan Studies (4PA0_02)  

Land, People & Resources 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Edexcel is one of the leading exam ining and awarding bodies in the UK and 

throughout  the world. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including 

academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers.  

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s cent res receive the 

support  they need to help them  deliver their  educat ion and t raining 

program m es to learners.  

For further inform at ion, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our website at  www.edexcel.com .  

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  the content  of this 

Exam iners’ Report  that  require the help of a subject  specialist , you m ay find 

our Ask  Th e Ex p er t  em ail service helpful.   

 

Ask The Expert  can be accessed online at  the following link:   

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / Aboutus/ contact -us/   

 

You can also telephone 0844 372 2185 to speak to a m em ber of our 

subject  advisor team . 

 

( I f you are calling from  outside the UK please dial +  44 1204 770 696 and 

state that  you would like to speak to the Bangladesh subject  specialist ) . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2011 

Publicat ions Code UG028515 

All the m ater ial in this publicat ion is copyright  

©  Edexcel Ltd 2011 

 

 



 

 

I n t r od u ct ion :  

 

Quest ion 1, com posing of the m ap and general geographical quest ions, was 

com pulsory, and m ost  candidates were able to select , as required, three 

other quest ions, from  a choice of seven. I n a sm all num ber of cases, four of 

all the addit ional quest ions were at tem pted. 

 

The m ajority of candidates appeared to be well prepared for this paper, and 

were able to apply their  knowledge to answer the specific points required by 

the paper. I n a relat ively sm all num ber of cases, fundam ental exam inat ion 

skills were not  applied. For exam ple, candidates wrote about  the key topic 

which seem ed to feature in a quest ion, with lit t le regard for the precise 

inst ruct ions, and there was som e evidence that  quest ions had not  been fully 

read.  

 

The knowledge displayed by m any candidates was often good but  there was 

a m ark variat ion in the applicat ion of this knowledge between and within 

quest ions, as discussed below. 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

 The expectat ion is that  m ost  candidates will perform  well with this quest ion 

and will be able to show a sound general knowledge of the geography of 

Pakistan. Surprisingly, the m ajorit y of candidates were able to gain between 

seven to nine m arks, with only a few achieving all twelve m arks. The m ost  

com m on errors included incorrect  ident ificat ion of the m ineral in 1avi,  

nam ing China as Pakistan’s m ost  im portant  t rading partner, 1biii,  and being 

unable to state the m eaning of MNC, 1bvi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Qu est ion  2  

 

This was a popular quest ion and produced som e confident  answers, 

part icular ly in part  2c, where reference was appropriately m ade to a wide 

range of problem s result ing from  clim at ic hazards, usually flooding caused 

by either snow m elt  or intensive rainfall.  A sm all num ber of candidates 

m isread the quest ion and discussed tectonic hazards. 

 

Sect ion 2b was also in general com petent ly answered, although som e 

candidates did not  com pare both tem perature and rainfall for the two 

locat ions.  

 

Sect ion 2aii showed that  som e candidates were confused about  the causes 

of the m ajor rainfall events out lined in quest ion 2ai. Part  of a com petent  

answer given by one candidate stated ‘The m onsoon season, which tends to 

be the hot  season in Pakistan, has m onsoon winds or iginat ing in the Bay of 

Bengal and then crossing Bangladesh and I ndia to reach Pakistan where the 

northern part  of the count ry receives heavy rainfall’.  The convect ion 

currents associated with the heat  result  in convect ion currents br inging 

rainfall to the upper Punjab and other northern areas of Pakistan.’ 

 

Qu est ion  3  

 

Unfortunately, a num ber of candidates did not  appreciate the im portance of 

life expectancy as populat ion m easure 3ai, and therefore were unable to 

m ake a secure start  to this popular quest ion.  Sect ion 3aii tended to be 

m uch bet ter answered with the m ajority of candidates obtaining 2 m arks, 

although few were able to describe the use of horizontal bars in a 

populat ion pyram id. Quest ion 3b produced som e extensive answers which 

tended to concent rate on a num ber of reasons for a high bir th rate in 

Pakistan, as in this ext ract ;  ‘There is a st rong desire for a son, as he will be 

the m ain source of incom e, and look after his parents in their  old age.’ Most  

candidates failed to address the declining death rate or the term  ‘rapid’, and 

consequent ly did not  achieve full m arks.  



 

There were som e excellent  explanat ions of the uneven populat ion 

dist r ibut ion in Pakistan, as illust rated by this focused ext ract ;  ‘…..this is 

because Baluchistan is the largest  province of Pakistan, and has a rugged 

landscape. Also basic necessit ies like water and elect r icity are not  

sufficient ly available, so m any people do not  choose to live there, as 

farm ing is not  easy either. ’ 

 

Qu est ion  4  

 

The concept  of urbanisat ion was alm ost  universally poorly understood and 

very few candidates obtained full m arks for sect ions 4ai and 4aii.  

 

4b was, in general, ext rem ely well answered with candidates supply detailed 

accounts of both the push and pull factors influencing rural to urban 

m igrat ion. Candidates were also confident  in describing and explaining the 

m ajor problem s facing Pakistan’s cit ies, although relat ively few at tem pted 

to suggest  which problem s could be considered the m ajor ones. A few 

candidates described the problem s facing Pakistan rather than focusing on 

the quest ion and consequent ly did not  achieve high m arks for this sect ion. 

I t  is im portant  that  candidates are taught  exam inat ion skills so that  they 

learn to answer all aspects of the quest ion. 

 

Qu est ion  5  

 

The m ajor ity of candidates obtained 2 m arks for sect ion 5ai, with few 

knowing a possible ‘store’ for the system s diagram . Both the term s 

subsistence and com m ercial farm ing were well understood in 5aii,  although 

som e candidates failed to describe the differences between the two farm ing 

types. There were som e excellent  answers to 5b which included detailed 

descript ions of the m ain wheat  growing reasons and a range of reasons 

such as soil types, clim ate, available labour, dem and and the availabilit y of 

irr igat ion.  

 

I n 5c there was a tendency for the candidates to sim ply agree with the 

statem ent  and to then describe the im portance of soil to agriculture. Som e 



 

candidates were able to recognise a num ber of threats to soil fert ilit y, over-

cult ivat ion, increased salinity, and erosion but  very few reached the highest  

m arks available for this sect ion by suggest ing m ethods to m it igate these 

threats. 

 

Qu est ion  6  

 

Alm ost  all candidates achieved high m arks for sect ions 6a and 6b of this 

popular quest ion. However, sect ion 6c was frequent ly m isunderstood, with 

m any candidates focusing their answers on the reasons for the unequal 

dist r ibut ion of energy throughout  the count ry. I t  was relat ively rare to see 

an answer that  linked the unequal dist r ibut ion of energy and developm ent , 

as at tem pted by this candidate;  ‘The areas which do not  have elect r icity 

cannot  develop. They cannot  use m odern technology such as com puters 

and televisions and so their  stand of liv ing will not  im prove nor will the 

outputs form  agr iculture. Without  elect r icit y, m odern m ethods of irr igat ion 

are not  possible, which decreases crop yields.’ 

 

I t  is very im portant  that  candidates read and answer the quest ion set .  

 

Qu est ion  7  

 

This was again a popular quest ion and tended to result  in som e of the 

st rongest  answers seen. The concept  of t rade balance, 7ai was well 

understood and a num ber of candidates were able to give three separate 

ways of potent ially im proving Pakistan’s t rading posit ion. Sect ion 7c enabled 

candidates to show considerable knowledge and understanding of the 

problem s of developing tour ism  within Pakistan and m any candidates were 

able to develop their  answers beyond the threat  of terror ism . For exam ple, 

‘There is lack of security, due to terror ism , and visitors are not  at t racted 

due to the lack of advert ising. The Tourist  Developm ent  Co-operat ion does 

not  upgrade its website regular ly so people are not  aware of the at t ract ions 

in Pakistan.’ 

 

 



 

Qu est ion  8  

 

This was one of the least  popular quest ions and was not , in general, well 

answered. I n sect ion 8b m any candidates ident ified forest ry, soil or water, 

when non- renewable fossil fuels m ight  have been a bet ter opt ion. Most  

candidates described rather than explained the differences in regional 

developm ent  across the count ry, again illust rat ing the im portance of 

ensuring that  candidates are taught  essent ial exam inat ion skills. 
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